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Editor and Publisher Editorial Office: 152 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. Oct. 9, 1950 
A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant depelopments, dedicated to the preservution of the American way aud a free democratic economy by 
the revival and extension of Christian sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that Christ's 
teachings are the measurement of truth; that in Christian progress society will move forward constructively and naturally, thus avoiding the curse of violent 
changes as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and democratic socialism is a re- 
vitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker coopertion, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pen- 


sions or security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. 


WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but 


when authoritative evidence indicates our country is being influenced into the wrong, we believe that the greatest patriotism will be to seek through democratic 


means to set our country right. 


WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





Medical News 


Health Blockade: Very little 
publicity has been given to a very 
important bill before Congress pro- 
viding funds for the expansion of 
the country’s medical and public 
health education facilities. As Be- 
tween The Lines pointed out some 
months ago, we are still preparing 
about the same number of doctors 
each year in this country as in 
1905, yet our population has about 
doubled! (See BTL, April 24, ’50). 
The passage of this bill is being 
blocked through the influence of 
the American Medical Association, 
according to sponsors of the bill. 
Brig. Gen. James S. Simmons, re- 
tired dean of the Harvard Univer- 
sity School of Public Health Sci- 
ences, labels the squashing of this 
bill “‘a tragic mistake cutting deep- 
ly into America’s public health and 
defense system.” The AMA policy 
has been “the fewer doctors the 
better!” This shortsighted policy 
is bringing the country’s health 
program to a state of national 
emergency, aS many young doc- 
tors, whose thoughts and attitudes 
run contrary to their own AMA, 
are quick to testify. Army medi- 
cal men called the congressional 
action on this committee a shock- 
ing bit of sabotage to America’s de- 
fense program. “With nearly half 
of our men unfit for military ser- 
vice, a bunch of rich doctors and 
their political agents are willing to 
hold back the needed expansion of 
public health facilities to keep their 
offices crowded and their bank bal- 
ances high,” stated one public 
health official. In a telegram to 
the President, Gen. Simmons said: 
“I am confident that if the Ameri- 
can people realized what a crip- 
pling blow this negative action has 
dealt to the nation’s military and 
civil preparedness program they 
would demand that the terrible 
mistake be rectified. The health of 
American fighting men and indus- 


trial workers must be conserved by 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


HE NEW “COMMUNIST CONTROL BILL” has been greatly dis- 

torted by many press and radio reports and by the utterances of 
congressmen who are using the bill as re-election campaign material. 
As we reported months ago, new laws were needed to plug holes in ex- 
isting security regulations which Communist agents and other provoca- 
teurs have been using. But such laudable features in the new law were 
lumped in with what the conservative N. Y. Times (Sept. 25) editorial- 
ly calls “unworkable and un-American features . . . self-defeating. di- 
versionary and undiscriminating” Commented the Times. “Pres. Tru- 
man performed an act of ccurage in vetoing the bill.” 

But behind the “unworkable and un-American” elements in the 
bill is the fact that this new law is the culmination of growing efforts 
by powerful arch obstructionist-reactionary groups to curb all lib- 
eral, progressive movements in America. Thus, advocacy of slum- 
clearance, public housing developments, increased social security, high- 
er wage and profit-sharing systems in industry, public health and medi- 
cal reforms, etc., was smeared as communistic, or “with Communist 
leanings” or “dangerously pinko.” The aim of the hodge-podge ele- 
ments of this bill is to frighten, intimidate liberal forces in America 
with the danger of being legally identified with communism. 

IT IS ALREADY EVIDENT behind the scenes, however, that 
the new bill will accomplish just the opposite. The bill will provide 
legal means for the identification of real Communists and Red front 
movements, — which was needed and should be welcomed. But the 
promoters of the bill, aiming at the crushing of liberal trends in Ameri- 
ca but still facing inevitable constitutionality tests for the bill, were 
compelled to establish judiciary and legal means for the identifying 
of Reds and Red-fronts, — to replace indecent, un-Christian, un-Ameri- 
can hit-run smear techniques. Under the new bill, suspected persons 
or organizations will be notified by the U. S. Attorney General. Be- 
fore publishing any name as Communist or Communist-associated, the 
Attorney General must notify the individual that he has been listed. 
and give him 60 days in which to protest, present evidence and request 
that his name be removed. If the Attorney General, after investiga- 
tion (by trained Dept. of Justice investigators and not gum shoe con- 
gressional hirelings), is still unconvinced, public hearings will be held 
before the Subversive Activities Board which the President appoints. 
If not cleared, the accused may go to the courts. The big battle com- 
ing up now will be over the appointments to the Board. 

This procedure can be clean and legal if it is kept out of the 
hands of the economic, political, military extremists. That danger, 
whereby constitutional rights might be destroyed, provoked strong op- 
position to the bill by outstanding congressional leaders (Douglas, Ke- 
fauver, etc.) But instead of achieving the aim of its rabid reactionary 
promoters, the bill will more likely free sincere forward minded citi- 
zens, who, like Between The Lines, are strongly anti-Communist and 
have never had even the most remote left-wing associations, from the 
over-hanging threat of communistic smears so artfully executed by the 
highly paid sneer and smear specialists who are the spokesmen for pow- 
erful reactionary forces in the press and radio. 


HE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME: The hue and cry about 
World War III being on us now has died down and there has 


even been some speculation about Russia-U. S. tensions easing, but 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Behind The Lines 


War Profiteers Are Back: 
While G. I.’s die along the Nak- 
tong, here are some of the things 
that are happening in Washington 
that are related to the moral and 
spiritual attitudes of our people: 
Oil producers who furnish the vital 
life fluid of the American Navy, 
tanks and air power are fighting 
their own war in Washington to re- 
tain their special tax preference — 
the tax depletion allowances which 
have permitted oil men to escape 
the same income tax the average 
citizen faces and to get by with a 
25 per cent capital gains tax on in- 
come from their investments. These 
oil interests are even threatening to 
slow down production of fuel until 
their conditions are met. They did 
this during World War MII. 
When workers strike during a war 
it is considered sabotage to the na- 
tional defense effort, but when oil 
men strike, that’s business. Repub- 
lican Senator Wayne Morse stated 
in the Senate, “Jt makes me sick in 
the pit of my stomach to see how 
the forces of private greed are try- 
ing to get the most they can out of 
the present situation.” 

Other business groups are trying 
to get laws passed that will exempt 
them from re-negotiation of de- 
fense contracts with the Federal 
Government. As we have fre- 
quently reported, in cases where 
the Government has found that 
war contractors have made an un- 
conscionable profit, they have been 
compelled to re-negotiate the con- 
tracts and refund the Government 
part of the loot they had taken 
from the public treasury in fulfill- 
ing defense contracts. (Many bil- 
ions in taxpayers’ money has thus 
been recovered, according to 
Comptroller General Lindsay C. 
Warren in reports to Congress, al- 
though only a mere “sampling” 
have been investigated). Now ef- 


forts are being made by certain in- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 












Behind The Lines 


(continued) 
dustrial interests to get re-negotia- 
tion privileges taken away from the 
Government! 

The cotton exchange lobbyists 
are manipulating their group of 
congressmen openly on the floor 
of the House to eliminate from the 
Defense Production Act all the 
powers President Truman wanted 
in order to prevent undue specula- 
tion on the commodity exchanges. 
Soaring prices on wheat, cotton, 
sugar, coffee, rubber, etc., have 
made it possible to make a profit 
of over 900 per cent by playing 
the commodity market skillfully at 
the expense of the consumer and 
the defense program. President 
Truman’s efforts to curb this 
gambling on food and necessities, 
while American boys die at the 
front. are being fought by the re- 
actionary blockade as “socialistic.” 
The meat packers had their con- 
gressmen at work trying to write 
into a defense bill a special provi- 
sion whereby, if price controls are 
put on meat, the prices will have 
to be set high enough, so that a 
processor is guaranteed a profit on 
each lamb, beef, poik, 
etc., thus taking all the risk out of 
free enterprise. Bear in mind that 
one of our strongest arguments for 
the virtues of capitalism is “reward 
for initiative and for risk.” 


Medical News 
(continued) 
a strong national program of public 
health and military preventative 
medicine to guard against diseases 
as deadly and disabling as bombs 
and bullets.” 

It must be borne in mind that 
this program has no connection 
with the Truman Compulsory 
Health Insurance Bill. 

Kickbacks: The optical indus- 
try has reported to Congress that 
manufacturers of eveglasses have 
now discontinued the practice of 
giving a rebate to the doctors who 
prescribed their particular brand of 
A spokesman for the Bet- 
ter Vision Institute, representing 
the optical industry, facing a con- 
gressional committee, made no de- 
nial of the long-standing practice 
of a “kickback”, which has not 
only added to the profits of the 
manufacturers. but has added mil- 
lions to the cost of good evesight in 
America. Some months ago the 
Dept. of Justice brought complaints 
against the optical industry through 
anti-trust action for the mainten- 
ance of a monopoly and for the 
“kickback” system, which was uni- 
versaily followed throughtout the 

The doctor would charge 


specie, 





lenses 


country. 
the patient $25 for a pair of glasses 
and, after taking his normal profit 
from the $25, would then receive 
an additional $5 rebate from the 
factory. 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 
an unprejudiced examination of the evidence reveals that the long 
range Communist revolutionary plans have not changed. 

While American views blow hot and cold, the Red program 
for world conquest through infiltration, education, agitation and in- 
ternal revolution grinds on. As we stated about a year ago, this pres- 
ent period on the Communist agenda calls for (1) consolidation of the 
vast gains of the past five years and strengthening of internal posi- 
tions and (2) concentration on such moves of expansion that can na- 
turally utilize and play upon glaring points of weakness of the capital- 
istic West, which is actually what Moscow has been doing on each of 
the international blow-ups of the past months. 

ALL REPORTS FROM RUSSIA emphatically indicate that 
public interest is being centered on programs, efforts and attitudes that 
do not at all fit into the mass psychology required in a build-up for war. 

“Peace drives” fill the air in Soviet dominated territories; enor- 
mous efforts are now being made within the iron curtain to strength- 


en the internal situation, — improve living standards, with better hous- 
ing, clothing, food and increased health facilities for the average citi- 
zen, — these are the big public interest themes right now. While it 


is true that the Soviets’ great arms program goes on, there is strong 
emphasis on new hydro-electric power developments, greatly expanded 
agricultural production, etc. This also includes the huge task of restor- 
ing the war’s awful damage to Russia’s entire industrial and agricultural 
life, — a fact the capitalist West seems to have entirely forgotten in our 
fixation on Russia’s war intentions. 

The Soviet is now moving into its second five year program 
since the war ended. They have successfully fulfilled the first five year 
plan, and have already equalled pre-war production. Moscow reports 
for 1950 indicate a 20 per cent increase in over-all production over 
1949. Also it is known that great new industrial and agricultural pro- 
jects requiring 3 to 5 years to complete are now starting. (Izvestia July 
28, 50, quoted in The Nation, Sept. 2, ’50). At the same time the Soviet 
is strengthening the rouble and reducing prices all down the line. A 
general price cut in civilian goods has been announced for this fall, — 
the fourth since 1948. Of course, prices in Russia are still incompar- 
ably higher than in this country. But the point is, this great drive to 
build up the internal situation will take at least five years to fulfill in 
the most elementary way and does not support the popular view now 
prevailing in military circles that Russia will strike in °52. That is the 
new dead line set by those who said Russia would strike in °49, and, 
when that did not materialize, were certain that this summer was “it.” 


[steap OF WAR: What the Russians are planning instead of an 
attack on the U. S. is to provide a great demonstration of how the 
Communist-State works for the “betterment of the people,” promoting 
“the good life” for the masses of Russia and China, — their propa- 
ganda trumpets blaring for “peace”, continuing and widening the great 
world peace drive they have now gotten under way. They can thus use 
our re-armament program as propaganda to prove that we are the “war- 
mongers,” about to attack the Communist “free democratic world.” 

The fact that the democratic capitalist standards of living will 
still be many times higher than Soviet standards, that the Soviet pattern 
involves tyranny, barbaric cruelty, suppression of liberty and human 
rights, — all this will never reach the minds of the hundreds of mil- 
lions who live in the no man’s land between the democratic West and 
the Communist areas, the millions who have never known our liberties, 
never known our standards of living. 

Unless we can out-think, out-power and out-maneuver the Com- 
munist propaganda machine by getting the truth to them, all our arma- 
ments and defense program will not only fail to meet the real Commu- 
nist offensive but our armed strength will actually mitigate against us in 
world opinion and most of all among those we seek to make our allies. 

OUR GREAT DANGER IS FOUND IN THE FACT THAT 
INSTEAD OF MEETING THIS THREAT, CONGRESS HAS RE- 
FUSED TO SUPPORT OUR LEADERS IN THE PROPAGANDA 
WAR, — only voting comparatively few pennies to it while throwing 
to the winds all restraint in military spending. 

COMMUNIST PRESSURE CONTINUES with varying de- 
grees of intensity in the Philippines, Burma, Malay, Iran, the Balkans, 
North Africa, and Germany and even Scandinavia. (Pressure on 
Scandinavia seems to undulate in accordance with talk here of estab- 
lishing strong air bases in Norway under the Norwegian flag, as a part 
of military plans of the Atlantic Pact, but within short distances of im- 
portant northern Soviet centers.) Red organizers and agitators are ac- 
iive in all the above named tender spots and are being directed and 
guided by pressure from Moscow, as an organist works the keys and 


foot pedals of a giant pipe org 
p 5 pipe organ. (continued on NEXT page) 


Facts About Britain 


It is hard to get factual news 
about Britain because of wide- 
spread prejudice in American news 
channels against the British Social- 
ist government. Failures of the 
London Laborites are usually head- 
lined, their successes quietly push- 
ed aside. Between The Lines does 
not seek to denounce or defend, 
— we only desire to get at the 
facts. 


A thorough and valuable re- 
search job on the overa!l British 
economic situation has just been 
completed by an economist associ- 
ated with the U. S. Embassy in 
London, Findley Weaver. Mr. 
Weaver’s report, appearing in the 
current issue of The Review of 
Economics and Statistics of Har- 
vard University, discloses that 
Great Britain’s working classes 
now consume 22 per cent more 
consumer goods and services than 
before the war. The wealthy 
classes now consume about 42 per 
cent less than they did in 1938. 
This means that through rationing, 
taxation and state controls the con- 
dition of food, housing, health, 
etc., for the working class English- 
man has been improved nearly one 
fourth, some of this gain at the ex- 
pense of the wealthy classes who in 
the past had far too much at their 
disposal, while the common people 
had far too little. Since most 
American contacts are above the 
working class level, about all we 
hear in this country are the rever- 
berations from the pinch that has 
been put on the living habits of the 
well-to-do. 

The report discloses also that the 
total consumption for al! classes 
is 6 per cent greater than before 
the war. At the same time the 
gross national production of 1949 
was 20 per cent higher than pre- 
war. That means that, contrarv to 
the impression forced upon this 
country that the British Laborites 
have failed in industrial produc- 
tion, they have been able to add a 
one-fifth increase in the national 
production since the war. The re- 
port also points out that there is 
no evidence that this redistribution 
of income has interfered with the 


incentives of either workers or 
management. The prevailing the- 


ory in our society is that any eco- 
nomic controls that provide a 
greater abundance and security for 
the working classes would destroy 
incentive for all classes. Britain’s 
experience offers a firm denial of 
this frequently heard  opinicn. 
When people are well-fed, well- 
housed and given adequate assur- 
ances of proper health protection, 
productivity increases and the in- 
centive for production by both 
worker and management is not vis- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


Facts About Britain 
(continued) 
ibly affected. This study also 


brings to light the fact that Bri- 
tain’s standard of living would have 
increased much more than 22 per 
cent were it not for the severe price 
controls, subsidies and taxations, 
which were used to hold down the 
consumption of goods by the Brit- 
isher in order that exports might 
be built up to restore the British 
financial position. The financial 
forecast to be drawn from this 
analysis is that when Britain has 
once re-established her financial 
foundation, an additional increase 
in living standards may be expect- 
ed, provided a world-wide econom- 
ic recession does not overtake 
them. 





The Racial Front 


Jim Crow is leaving the armed 
services. For sometime a quiet but 
effective revolution has been tak- 
ing place in the Army, Navy and 
Air Force. The traditional view- 
point of military leaders has been 
that the Negro was unable to com- 
pete with the white man in mili- 
tary service. The military racial 
policy has been: (1) that Negroes 
were not as intelligent as whites 
and were, therefore, incapable of 
mastering the more technical mili- 
tary jobs and (2) that it was im- 
possible to teach them quickly and 
economically enough to make a 
wider use of Negro man power 
economically feasible and (3) that 
it was impossible to mix whites 
and Negroes in the same unit or in 
the same military community. All 
that has been thrown out of the 
window, — not just in theory but 
in actual fact, a process of change 
greatly accelerated by the distinc- 
tive courage and skill exhibited by 
some of the Negro units on the 
battlefields of Korea. 


It is, of course, still true that 
thousands of young Negroes com- 
ing out of the swamps and cane- 
brakes of the South do not have 
sufficient educational or cultural 
background to make it possible for 
them to compete in training for 
technical military service, with 
whites who come from more for- 
tunate backgrounds, — but on the 
other hand, other thousands of 
young Negroes are coming to the 
armed services from better family 
backgrounds and are _ proving 
themselves thoroughly capable of 
competing with white recruits in 
the most difficult technical prob- 
lems. As a result, Negroes are 
now in every Navy general rating, 
serving aboard all types of craft. 
There are no racial quotas for tech- 
nical units and Negroes are attend- 
ing the most advanced schools in 


the service. Although the Navy 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


IN GOD WE TRUST? 














When our forefathers began to use the phrase “In God We 


Trust’, they didn’t have to deal with Soviet Russia. Nevertheless, 
we were a small, scattered, poorly organized nation in a world of 
great powers with armies and navies we couldn’t hope to match in 
generations. Moreover, some of these nations had definite plans 
for our dismemberment and conquest. But we believed God had 
a purpose in our existence. We believed that, while we would arm 
ourselves, commensurate with our meagre resources, God would 
have to fulfill His purposes in us by making His will and power 
manifest. And that miracle happened! Our great enemies faded 
away, — some even became our friends. Thus our history reveals 
greater forces can work for a nation’s defense than can be forged 
in steel. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 

In all of this, there is tremendous skill and diabolical cunning 
which seems to be beyond the grasp of most American thinking. For 
example, Sen. Flanders (Republican, Vermont) explained recently on 
the floor of the Senate how our “get tough with Russia” policy, design- 
ed in 1947 by the noted “Mr. X”, identified as a former State Dept. 
expert on Russia, George Kennan, had failed. When we “got tough,” 
— Russia got tougher. When we shook our fist, they recoiled slightly, 
then jabbed out from their internal position at some of western capital- 
ism’s many weak spots and have kept us off balance, and in an increas- 
ingly costly dilemma ever since. In “getting tough” we are trying to 
cover the entire European-Asian perimeter without being able to hold 
enough strength in any one place to prevent a Communist thrust and 
thus leaving the initiative entirely in the hands of Moscow. 
tough in a military sense has brought no conclusive gains. 

OUR WEAK SPOTS, which the Reds are especially able to play 
upon at will and where poverty, despair and bitterness exist, are mostly 
areas under some form of domination by the western capitalist econ- 
omy. Situations such as we described in our last issue concerning Iran, 
where our western interests hold sway and are taking out much wealth, 
and where we have become the custodians of a decadent feudal regime, 
provide an open invitation to violent revolution. With Communist 
pressure now also increasing in Indo-China, we must remember that the 
record of French rule in Indo-China smells to high heaven. Yet right 
now American arms are being shipped to support the French puppet 
regime of Bao Dai, Indo-China’s play boy emperor. Bao Dai is still living 
among the flesh pots of the French Riviera while his people are writh- 
ing under the only slightly softened rule of French colonialism, and are 
being urged to fight and die for their “freedom” against their neighbors 
who have turned Communists! Any one who thinks our backing a set- 
up like that is stopping communism ought to have his head examined. 
Yet the GOP. who would whoop it up in the amen corner at such a criti- 

(continued on NEXT page) 


So getting 


The Racial Front 


(continued) 


has held up until 1942 and 1943 
that Negroes could not be put in 
positions of command over white 
men, Negro petty officers and jun- 
ior officers are now found in such 
positions, though still in small 
numbers. 


A New York Times reporter tells 
of his visit to the Atlantic fleet 
where, scrambling over the ships, 
he discovered Negroes serving as 
messengers of the deck, as mem- 
bers of the paint crew, as an elec- 
trician’s mate repairing a cable 
on the bridge, working with skilled 
engineers repacking a bearing in 
the ship’s engines. 





On an air car- 
rier Negroes were serving among 
the boiler men and engineermen 
and as fire controlmen in the car- 
rier’s nerve center. A Negro han- 
dled the forward plane elevator. 
On the flight deck a skilled and 
well-trained Negro chief  beat- 
swain’s mate was in charge of a 
white crew. Later, visiting the 
submarine school the reporter 
found nine enlisted Negroes, three 
of them graduating that morning 
— one in the middle of his class, 
two in the upper third. Navy lead- 
ers are frank to admit that the new 
policy has been very beneficial in 
building Navy strength. One au- 
thority states that the old system 
deprived the services of the skills 
of many highly qualified Negroes. 
“We never could get enough men 
to fill some of our more technical 
stations.” Now they have able, 
well-trained Negroes adequately 
iilling the jobs. 

The same transformation is tak- 
ing place in the Army and the Air 
Corps, where it was especially felt 
that racial problems would bring 
serious disturbances in the recrea- 
tional and off-duty associations. 
But now all Army jobs are open to 
Negroes; all Army school courses 
are open to Negroes without re- 
striction or quota; Negroes no 
longer are limited to assignment to 
Negro and overhead “housekeep- 
ing units,” but are to be assigned 
according to their qualifications to 
any unit, including formerly white 
units. Negroes serving in mixed 
Army units are now being inte- 
grated on the job in barracks and in 
the messes. The ten per cent Jimi- 
tation on Negro strength in the 
Army has been abolished and there 
are no longer Negro quotas for en- 
listment. The Marine Corps has 
abolished segregated training units 
although they still maintain a few 
that have already been established. 
The Air Force, as of January 31, 
had integrated 74 per cent of its 
Negro personnel and the process is 
continuing. 

Thus one of the most significant 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





The Racial Front 
(continued) 

and deep-seated changes is taking 
place in a vital segment of Ameri- 
can life without fantare or agita- 
Its effect will be fully felt 
in a few years on thousands of 
American communities. | Whcre 
Christian leadership prevails the 
transitions will come quietly and 


wholesomely. 


tion. 


& Foresight 
The U. S. should never have 
World War II, declares 
William Henry Chamberlin, author 
mn correspondent. In his 
new book, “America’s Second Cru- 
ade”, soon to be published by 
Henrv Regenery Co. of Chicago, 
Mr. Chamberlin states that Hitler’s 
on the British Empire and 
the danger of invasion of the U. S. 
were “systematically exaggerated” 
to the American people and that 
the U. S. would better have stood 
aside in heavily armed neutrality 
while Hitler pushed eastward to 
conflict with Stalin. “The folly of 
the course we pursued is demon- 
the fact that Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and China, for 
freedom we supposedly 
are today under Commu- 
nist domination and hostile to the 
West.” What Mr. Chamberlin 
Lys is now very generally accepted 
in military and industrial official- 
dom, as is evidenced by our in- 
creasingly close relations with for- 
mer Nazi industrialists who are 
still at the helm in Germany and 
by our open plans to re-build the 
German army. 

Mr. Chamberlin was one of 
those who urged that we go to 
war against Hitler to prevent the 
destruction of civilization, but now 
he says that the threats of destruc- 
tion of the British Empire and 
America by the Nazis was greatly 
exaggerated! We would like to 
call attention to the fact that the 
Nazis did have a strong navy and 
a large merchant marine, capable 
of carrying powerful armies across 
the sea, something that Russia does 
With one of the 
smallest navies and practically no 
merchant marine, is it not quite 
likely that some day historians will 
say that the “threat of Russian in- 
vasion of America and the western 
hemisphere was greatly exagger- 
ated? The formula that seems to 
persist is “that the last war was a 
mistake, now this one is the real 
thing.” When men finally realize 
all wars are mistakes we will be 
nearer lasting peace. 

Who’s Crazy? In 1943 we got 
the following letter: “Please don’t 
say anything more in your News- 
letter about German Christians. 
You are crazy to talk that way. 
There is no such thing as a Ger- 

(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


cal analysis of State Dept. policies are the fellows who are demanding 
that we send American boys into Indo-China to “bolster” our “French 
allies” against the Communist menace! 

IN FRENCH NORTH AFRICA, a situation is brewing of a 
similar nature. The cruelty of the French oppression in the last five 
years in that area rivals anything the Communists have done by way of 
slaughter or oppression in any area (see report in the Christian Century, 
Sept. 6). A Communist blow-up in North Africa is seething, — in a 
vital spot at the heart of our Mediterranean defense system. Moscow 
could stab there, throwing Washington and London into jitters. 


T LAST, as is now evident to all, our Government has gone all out 
to strengthen the UN position, a need concerning which we have 
often spoken. No doubt a growing realization of our positions of weak- 
ness outlined above has provoked the change. We are glad to say that 
the complaint Between The Lines made of the weakness of the U. S. 
delegation to the UN became unjustifiable and out-of-date before our 
report got into print in our last issue. With the appointments of Sen. 
Henry Cabot Lodge, John Foster Dulles and others to the UN, and 
the more direct cooperation of our State Dept., the situation is greatly 
improved. Not only are we putting our best brains into the UN now 
but there is hope that the chairmanship will also be strengthened. The 
aim of our Government now is to (1) get the UN in between ourselves 
and the Communists in the hot spots such as outlined above and (2) es- 
pecially to get the UN in on the Korean situation to sheathe our ac- 
tions there now and later in UN authority, a desperately needed and 
worthy aim as we have reported before. Contrary to the general im- 
pression prevailing in this country, unfortunately there is more ill will 
towards the Americans in Korea than there is good will. The wealthy 
Koreans and South Korean politicians are glad we saved their hides and 
fortunes, but the masses of Koreans who know little of capitalism or 
democracy and whose homes and farms have been destroyed, cities and 
jobs wiped out, are only filled with despair and hatred against all the 
armies that have swept over them. Since they had nothing to lose, the 
Communist threat was not real to them. Having grown up under the 
severe but rather benevolent Japanese tyranny over Korea, they have 
never known freedom. They only want rice and a chance to survive. 
But life looks bleak to them, and Communist propaganda pouring out 
from nearby China and Russian Siberia will constantly stimulate those 
resentments. And we know that whatever affects the minds of the mil- 
lions of Koreans will also strongly influence the thought of the hun- 
dreds of millions of other Asians who are keeping their eyes on Korea. 
So it is now clear in Washington that we must get our actions 
in Korea far more thoroughly under UN authority and get UN repre- 
sentatives in positions of control rather than our own, especially some 
from the colored races, such as India, etc. This new realization of 
the vital place of the UN in the building of peace has hit Washington 
as it never has before and is a most hopeful factor in today’s scene. 


A NOTHER HOPEFUL DEVELOPMENT is the movement to re- 
organize the UN General Assembly to give it power to enforce 
the peace, since the Assembly is free from the veto. If the UN, through 
the leadership of the General Assembly, can be given a real internation- 
al armed force to police the world, a veritable miracle will have taken 
place in the past few months. 

The growing tendency among the smaller nations to speak up 
in neutral blocks to assert their will and influence is also exceedingly 
wholesome. The little nations want to crowd the big quarreling giants 
out of the spot light and away from the controls whereby each has used 
the UN to sound off its own propaganda and to fight the war of capital- 
ism versus communism. The little nations, being neither Communist 
nor capitalist but for the most part mixed economies, feel as neutrals 
they should and must take over a much larger place. However, be- 
cause the big powers have the bulk of world armaments, it will be hard 
for the little nations to enforce their will in the final analysis. But these 
small nations combined do have populations that total far above that 
of Russia or the U. S. and thus can generate powerful pressure on 
world-wide scale. They also possess the most able leadership in the 
world today, — such as Gen. Carlos Romulo, Pandit Nehru and others, 
leadership of higher calibre in many respects than most of the big 
names of the West, a fact that western news channels seem to conspire 
to discolor before the eyes of the American public. And this does 
mean that at last the little peoples are getting a voice, a means of gener- 
ating political pressure and moral force that can command the atten- 
tion and somday perhaps the submission of‘ the powerful. “Blessed are 
the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” 


Hindsight & Foresight 


(continued) 
man ‘Christian’. The German race 
is a degenerate race of congenital 
war makers and should be destrey- 
ed,” etc., etc. In fact, we got many 
letters like that. 


On September Sth the N. Y. 
Times carried a report about some 
German ex-soldiers who had been 
sent from the American West Ger- 
man Foreign Office to this country 
to visit the American industrial 
scene. In interviewing these young 
Germans the Times said that 
“everywhere they had gone in the 
South and Mid-West, people went 
out of their way to be he'pful, al- 
though the Germans had expected 
to find coolness if not open hostili- 
ty. But during weekends in 
American homes or meeting stran- 
gers in drug stores, it made no diff- 
erence that they were former Nazi 
soldiers in the German Webhr- 
macht, they were welcomed every- 
where.” The report continued to 
say that the former German sol- 
diers who had fought against this 
country had been, without excep- 
tion, treated most generously by 
the American people. Visiting the 
U. S. is a part of a large plan di- 
rected by the State Dept. to bring 
German cultural, political and eco- 
nomic leaders to study and observe 
life in the U. S. 





Tax Dodge: The U. S. Trea- 
sury Dept. and thousands of 
American seamen have been get- 
ting a double cross from the big 
American shipping corporations. 
For a good many years American 
shippers have been registering their 
ships under the flag of Panama, 
Honduras, Venezuela and lately 
Liberia in order to escape taxation 
on some of their most profitable 
foreign operations and to dodge 
American labor requirements. 
Wage scales for Panama, Vene- 
zuela, etc., are far below the 
American standards, and_ health 
and safety requirements are mini- 
mum. American shippers, by reg- 
istering their vessels under these 
foreign flags, can thus hire nonde- 
script crews, maintain sub-standard 
wages and working conditions and 
charge the standard shipping rates 
geared to American commerce. 
The profits can also be held in for- 
eign accounts beyond the arm of 
American taxation. Thus thou- 
sands of trained American seamen 
have been thrown out of work with 
no alternative but to walk the 
beach or seek other employment. 
Because of the harmful effects this 
has upon the American merchant 
marine transport strength for war, 
some congressmen are _ stirring 
themselves to press corrective leg- 
‘slation. 








